
Help Lake Erie recover again 

In this file photo, a sign is posted at Lakeside Park in Kingsville, Wednesday, Aug. 13, 2014. Environmental 

Defence presented four points to battle algae blooms in Lake Erie. (RICK DAWES/The Windsor Star) 
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The extensive algal blooms that covered the western and central basins of Lake Erie in 

2001 led the International Joint Commission to study the problem and make 

recommendations for a solution. 

In 2014, a Lake Erie algal bloom shut down Toledo’s municipal water supply, leaving 

half a million people without water. This closure and the closure of Pelee Island’s water 

supply system only highlighted the urgency of finding a solution soon. 

The IJC’s report has been sent to the Canadian and U.S. governments and to the 

government of Ontario and the governments of bordering U.S. states. Their rapid 

response is essential. 

http://blogs.windsorstar.com/open-newsroom/letters/help-lake-erie-recover-again


The IJC notes that “the problem of excess nutrients in Lake Erie and resulting algal 

blooms has vexed scientists for more than 50 years. Stirred by public concerns, 

governments responded with vigour to the problem in the 1970s and 1980s, resulting in 

measurable reductions in phosphorus inputs and a steep reduction in algal blooms. The 

rapid recovery of Lake Erie became a globally known success story.” 

Impaired water quality, massive algal blooms, increased dead zones and fish kills in 

recent years focused attention on the need to reduce external inputs of phosphorus. 

The IJC’s first recommendation calls on the U.S. and Canada to adopt new standards for 

maximum acceptable phosphorus loading in Lake Erie. Current agreements call for this 

to happen by 2018 but the IJC is asking for faster action. 

Since these new limits will set in motion many other actions, we implore the federal 

government to move quickly in setting phosphorus limits. We also join with the IJC to 

request that monitoring systems be established on the main contributors to Lake Erie 

nutrient loads. 

This will include the Detroit River and its tributaries, and the Thames River — the main 

source of nutrients for last summer’s algal blooms in Lake St. Clair. 

The IJC has done its job. Now, it’s up to the public and the governments at all levels to 

step up and help Lake Erie recover once again. 

MIKE WALSH, member, Detroit River Canadian Cleanup, Public Advisory Council, 

Leamington 

  

 


